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Interview with: Bekim Blakaj, Executive Director of the Humanitarian Law Centre in Kosovo.
Date: 12/1/16
Location: Prishtina, Kosovo
Total duration: 16:12 mins
Interview by Rrezarta Mulolli and summary by Kelly Bücher:
The interview plays as one long recording.
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Brief description
Bekim talks about the significance of
the evidence of the Bogujevci children,
from Manchester, oral history and his
organisation’s Memory Book project in
Kosovo

(00.00)
Pen sketch

Bekim Blakaj lives in Kosovo. He studied organisational sciences at Belgrade University. He
is executive director of the Humanitarian Law Center, Kosovo, a partner organisation to
HLC, Belgrade. The Humanitarian Law Center supports post-Yugoslav societies in the
promotion of the rule of law and acceptance of the legacy of mass human rights
violations. In establishing the criminal responsibility of the perpetrators it aims to serve
justice and prevent recurrence. HLC has produced the Kosovo Memory Book a unique
database of documentation of individual victims who were killed or who disappeared in
the armed conflict in Kosovo during 1998 – 2000. The immense project involved collecting
and researching documents whilst conducting more than 8,400 interviews with families of
the victims, of all ethnicities. The book will contribute to preventing political manipulation
of the numbers of victims from the armed conflict, help Kosovo society to face and deal
with the atrocities committed and contribute to the building of a collective memory.

Summary of
Interview
content

Bekim has known the Bogujevci family for a long time and he first met them in
2003. He talks about them giving evidence against at War Crimes Trial of
Scorpion members in Serbia. He says that it is very important that the children did
this and that they were very brave to do so.
Bekim says that it achieved justice for the children and provided an opportunity for
the society in Serbia to hear, from survivors, what happened in Podujeve to the
Bogujevci and Duriqi families on 28th March 1999. He thinks that Serbian society
benefitted as well from the testimony and recording in Serbia.
He says that it important that the facts are remembered. Bekim says that he thinks
it will have changed the opinion of part of society, but not all. It led other victims to
have the courage to go and give testimony.
(06:50) Bekim says that to see the importance of making Oral History interviews,
we can just go back during the Second World War. He says that terrible crimes
happened in Kosovo. Too many persons were killed, went missing or suffered

during the war. He says that Oral histories are important to ensure the facts
cannot be manipulated in the future. He compares the importance of these
accounts to future generations to those of a survivor of a Nazi war camp. He says
such an oral history recording would be treasured as a historic record today.
(08:40) Bekim says that all the countries in ex Yugoslavia such as Croatia, Bosnia,
Slovenia and Kosovo teach different biased viewpoints to their children in schools
and their societies.
(10:05) Bekim talks about the importance of the HLC Memory Book project to put
a face to the victims of war and to prevent them the dead from becoming merely
statistics.
(11:46) He also hopes that remembering the facts and true numbers may help to
avoid manipulation of facts leading to future conflicts, as everybody has to accept
the same truth. HLC also collects information on when and where people were
buried, such as mass graves. He says that no human being can deny the facts.
Bekim says that victims are more eager to share their stories than perpetrators as
they want people to know what happened to them. He says obviously the
perpetrators do not want anyone to know what they did or what they witnessed, so
are less keen to share.
(14:24) He comments that some people who are not ready to speak have lost trust
in society and institutions and that is why they are not ready to share their stories.
He says that they need more attention from society to heal, recover and share
their experiences.
(15:11) Bekim also discussed that some survivors will be unsure about speaking
out against their attackers because of the fear of revenge attacks. He thinks that
proper measures, to ensure the safety of witnesses, may help this situation
improve.

